Cartas Oc¢

January 31,2011
Chicano Mexicano Prison Project:

[ just wanted to say gracias for the newsletter
Las Calles y La Torcida. 1 like what you guys
are doing to help our loved ones that are tor-
cido and putting out the history of our Raza.

I sure learn from your newsletter and I'm
trying to learn more, because knowledge is ev-
erything —with out it you are blind and people
take advantage of you, just like the system is
doing to us in prisons.

[ try to study on the government and the
system, but the stuff I read doesn’t have much,
so can send me some more newsletters so I can
see what's really happening to our gente and
how we are being oppressed.

The system preys on us because we have
very little knowledge on how to defend our-
selves. I need information because by being
aware of the situation I can be prepared.

I wish I could send you guys stamps but
I'm doing bad myself, so dispensa on the
stamps. Well, gracias por todo and lets keep
on shining bright and never give up on hope.
United we stand and divided we fall.

Con Mucho Respecto
Carlos Gonzalez Kern Valley St Prison CA
November 26,2010
Chicano Mexicano Prison Project:
I would like to open this letter con mis gran

Ia

saludos y respetos para ustedes. Well, here
on this side of the razor wire I am doing “de
aquellas” and in good health.

[ am a Mexican American out of San Anto-
nio, Texas and at the moment I am currently
incarcerated en la pinta de Tejas —Ferguson
Unit. I am serving out a 8-year term and will
be leaving soon to a federal pinta to begin my
27-year term.

Anyhow, I come across some of your litera-
ture thanks to my vecino and I just want to say
that your movement has some firme articles. It
has inspired me to write you this because [ can
relate to what you have to say about the pinta
in general.

Us Mexicanos en la pinta put up with a
great deal of racial remarks etc. from the ju-
ras back here. It's a constant battle and a daily
struggle. My message to a fellow convicto is
that if you ever find yourself in a position with
these political hypocrites the best thing to do
is just ignore it. Don't lower yourself to their
level, because that's what they want. Simon,
at times it gets hard but as mexikanos we have
it in our blood to keep fighting and pushing
forward. Me entiendes!

Our Raza is prospering in many ways and a
lot eyes are mesmerized by the pride and honor
we carry, along with the will power to keep
fighting these constant battles brought against
us. Sticking together and marching as one,

Pinta

we will conquer many obstacles and push back
against those who like to cause malice and
problems, such as governor Jan Brewer from
AZ. But with unity, honor and pride, and as
one, we will win the battle.

To my fellow convictos reading these words,
if you see a fellow raza homeboy down and
out or miss guided, lift him up and show him
the right direction —with proper escuela to
the many lies that have been spoon fed to us
through our so called government system.

I would like to thank all the staff at CMPP
for their dedication, honor and will power in
putting this beautiful literature out for us to
read and learn from. Thanks to Monica Ber-
nal, Crystal Rodriguez, Ernesto Bustillos and
Keynote Speaker Benjamin Olguin, Cathy
Espitia, Adelina Lopez, Tobias Hernandez,
Jacqueline Figueroa, Isabel Pena, David Ro-
driquez and last but not least Irene Mena, Con-
gratulations on your 40-year recognition, your
dedication means a lot to us pintos back here
in La Sombra.

To all my Raza, keep your head up. Aqui
estamos y no nos vamos! Que viva Nuestra
Raza Mexicana!

Leonard Tremillo Ferguson/Unit-Midway, TX
November 18,2010

Chicano Mexicano Prison Project:

First of all, this is the first time I seen or heard
of you guys and I have to say that this Chi-
cano Mexicano Prison Project is exactly what
we need.

It makes me feel proud to be who I am and
to also know where I come from. I love the
realness of your message and if it is possible
I would like to know if I can could receive
Las Calles y La Torcida. 1 hope to hear from
CMPP in the future. Thank you guys so much.
Jerry Tovar Ferguson Unit-Midway, TX
February 14,2011
Chicano Mexicano Prison Project:

First and foremost, I would like to send my sa-
ludos to all my brown Brothers and Sisters.

[ became aware of your newsletters through a
homie who let me check some out and T would
like to be placed on the mailing list.

['ve always been aware of the oppression
around me but never knew that there were
organizations like yours. Now that I know, [
want get involved and help our raza. There are
many people who are conscious about the op-
pression that we suffer, but choose to ignore it.
To me that is showing weakness, and we are
not a weak people. believe if we all come to-
gether and refuse to let "white America" push
us around, we can achieve a lot because there
is nobody with more pride and will power than
the Mexicano.

Ibelieve it is time to take action and get our
respect and equality in Our Land! Remember,
“We Didn't Cross the Border -It Crossed US!”.
We need to stick together raza and never ever
call it quits. Mucho love and respects to todos.
Jeshua Isaiah Rivera

Browning-Florence, AZ.

COMPANERA LuisA MORENO

Cualquiera sea la razén del cambio de nom-
bre, era un claro ejemplo de lo que se conoce
como "suicidio de clase": un proceso en el cual
miembros de la clase media y alta toman la
decision de abandonar por completo su esta-
tus de clase y sus privilegios, y unirse a lado
de los pueblos oprimidos. La historia nos ha
dado ejemplos de grandes revolucionarios que
han pasado por esta transformacién de clase
social: Fidel Castro, Ernesto Che Guevara, Ho

Chi Minh, y Frantz Fanon —por nombrar sélo
algunos. (3) ------ Notas:

1. Para los finales de 1940, la mayor parte los
derechos conquistados por las masas durante la
Revolucién Mexicana, mientras que atin per-
sisten en la Constitucion mexicana, se fueron
abiertamente violados por la clase "vendida"
gobernante. Hoy en dia, la clase dominate de
México se ha convertido en un sirviente y ti-
tere del capitalismo-colonialismo de EE.UU.
La mayorfa de los mexicanos estd de acuerdo,
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Tobias Hernandez,
Jacqueline Figueroa,

lsabell Pefia,
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que solo una nueva revolucién va a resolver
los muchos problemas que hoy dfa enfrenta
México.

2. Gonzalo Gonzalez, un héroe anénimo de la
Raza, fue miembro mexicano de la seccion de
Harlem -del Partido Comunista de Los EE.UU.
(CPUSA). Muchos de la comunidad mexicana-
raza, africana y de otras nacionalidades oprim-
idas, se unid al CPUSA, al ver, con razén, que
s6lo una sociedad socialista 0 comunista donde
10 hay ricos ni pobres, opresores ni oprimidos,
podrfa resolver los problemas del racismo, la

CHMPP: pobreza y la explotacion
Cathy Espitia de las masas trabajadoras-
Y Laip J
(Coordinator), que sufre la gran mayorfa
Adelina Lopez de la gente en el planeta
(Secretary), tierra. El problema con el
Monica Bernal CPUSA fue que no recono-
(Treasurer) cié la "ocupacién ilegal
Ernesto Bustillos de territorio mexicano"
(editor Las Calles), (California, Tejas, Nuevo
Irene Mena México, Arizona, Nevada,

Utah y Colorado) por los
EEUU. y la demanda
histéricamente ~ correcta
por la liberacién y la unifi-
cacion de este territorio con

Conference On Raza Prisoners
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el resto de México. Por otra parte, el CPUSA
se ha opuesto a una posicion que pide que esta
lucha de liberacidn debe ser dirigido por los
propios mexicanos y no por alguna formacién
compuesta por europeos/gente blanca; es decir,
los progresistas blancos y los comunistas de-
ben "apoyar" y no "estar en el liderazgo" de
nuestra lucha.

3. Fidel Castro fue el lider mas importante de
la Revolucién cubana y ha apoyado las luchas
de liberacion de los pueblos oprimidos de todo
el mundo; Ernesto Che Guevara, nacido en Ar-
gentina, peled en la Revolucion Cubana, ayuda
la lucha por la liberacién de Vietnam, luchd
contra el colonialismo racista en Africa, y fue
capturado y asesinado por "tropas titere-colo-
nial" de los EE.UU. en Bolivia; Ho Chi Minh
fue uno de los grandes revolucionarios de la
historia —dirigi6 el ejéreito de la liberacion
de Viet Nam, que derrotd a los imperialistas
franceses, japoneses, y los EE.UU.; y Frantz
Fanon , nacido en la isla caribefia de Martinica
(colonia francesa), se convirtid en un psiquia-
tra, filésofo y escritor, que murié luchado
por la liberacién de Argelia como miembro
del Frente de Liberacion Nacional de Argelia
(ANLF), en en norte de Aftica.

June 11, 2011

as Calles YLaTorcida
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LA JUSTICIA LA PAZ'Y LA UNIDAD ENTRE TODAS LAS PERSONAS, DE TODAS LAS NACIONES, Y DE T0D0S COLORES

-SOLO PUEDE EXISTIR POR UN PROCESO REVOLUCIONARIO QUE DESTRUYE TODA FORMA DE OPRESION

MENSAJE DEL CMPP

Todos los dfas recibimos cartas de Raza que se encuen-
tran en las pintas a lo largo de América ocupada (EE.UU.)
preguntando qué tipo de organizacién es el CMPP y qué
servicios ofrecemos. Lo siguiente es una explicacion general
sobre "quiénes somos, qué hacemos y dénde estamos politi-
camente".
QUIENES SOMOS

E1 CMPP es un proyecto de Unién del Barrio (UDB), una
organizacion dedicada a la liberacion de los Mexicano/los
pueblos indigenas y la unificacién de toda América Latina y
sus pueblos. Creemos en la creacion de una sociedad social-
ista, basada en nuestras realidades histdricas y culturales,
donde no hay ricos ni pobres, opresores ni oprimidos, y
donde la riqueza de la sociedad es compartida igualmente
por todos.

Somos un grupo pequefio con recursos limitados. No
aceptamos dinero de empresas o el gobierno, porque vemos
estas instituciones como enemigos y opresores de nuestro
pueblo. Existimos por medio de recaudacion de fondos, con-
tribuciones de la comunidad, y las cuotas de nuestros mi-
embros.

LO QUE HACEMOS

El activismo principal del CMPP, en este momento, se
concentra en desarrollar la conciencia politica-social de la
comunidad mexicano-raza y ponerle fin a la “mentalidad de
esclavos colonizados”™ que los Europeos (blancos) capitalis-
ta-imperialistas han impuesto en la gran mayorfa de nuestra
gente. Hacemos esto mediante la impresion de un boletin de
noticias, Las Calles y La Torcida, que se envia a mds de 600
presos (4 veces por afio) por todo América Ocupada (EE.
UU.); llevamos a cabo una conferencia anual sobre Prisione-

JUSTICE,

ros Raza y Colonialismo; organizamos talleres en las es-
cuelas y presentaciones a la comunidad; y sobre una manera
consistente “vamos” a las calles del barrio para hablar con la
gente y les informamos sobre lo que realmente estd detrds del
encarcelamiento de la Raza.
LO QUE NO HACEMOS

Debido a nuestra pequefia miembrecia y la falta de re-
cursos, estamos limitados en lo que podemos hacer. En este
momento, el CMPP no proporciona servicios (legales, etc.),
o cualquier forma de asistencia econdmica. La triste y frfa
realidad es que la mayorfa de nuestra gente, debido a la igno-
rancia que nos impone el sistema capitalista, no apoya, o se
preocupan por ayudar los que se encuentran el la torcida (la
cércel). Incluso, la mayorfa de los que se declaran ser "gente
del movimiento" (los que participan en la lucha politica) tam-
poco se preocupan por Raza en la cdrcel. Igual de negativo,
cuando los prisioneros mexicanos-raza salen de la pinta se
olvidan de sus hermanos y hermanas en la torcida, o vuelven
a sus viejos "hdbitos colonizados" (delincuencia, etc.).
APENAS ESTAMOS SOBREVIVIENDO

Nuestro principal objetivo en este momento es sobrevivir.
Estamos existiendo a través del sacrificio de una vida donde,
como todos, confrontamos problemas de empleo, de la sa-
lud, familiares, etc. Sin embargo, a diferencia de muchos
otros, no nos hemos vendido y vamos a seguir luchando
hasta que cada mexicano y los pueblos oprimidos en el plan-
eta sean libre.

Somos el tinico grupo de mexicanos basados la lucha por
los derechos y la liberacién de la raza que trabaja con presos
—si estamos equivocados o si ustedes saben de otra orga-
nizacién de apoyo a presos, por favor dirfjanlos a CMPP.
DONDE ESTAMOS POLITICAMENTE

* Las Prisiones y Los Presos: Creemos que los verdaderos
criminales son los cerdos ricos capitalistas que estdn oprim-
iendo la gente y destruyendo el medio ambiente del planeta
tierra. Estamos a favor de una revolucion que va a transfor-
mar la sociedad y poner los criminales-capitalistas en la
céreel.

* Inmigracion: Creemos que solamente los europeos (blan-
cos) colonos que vinieron a las “Américas ", mataron a la
mayorfa de los indigenas , esclavizaron a los africanos,
explotan nuestro trabajo, y han estado robando los recursos
que pertenecen a nosotros (los indigenas mexicanos) son los
verdaderos “inmigrantes” y “extranjeros ilegales”. Si alglin
"colono blanco" quiere quedarse en "América", él/ella debe
renunciar a sus privilegios de la supremacia blanca y dnirse
a nuestra lucha por la liberacion y la transformacién revo-
lucionaria.

* La Violencia Entre Los jovenes y Entre La Gente "Colo-
nizada": Creemos en ponerle fin a la violencia entre nues-
tros jovenes (entre “gangas”, Norte y Sur, etc.) y unirnos para
liberar a nuestras tierras y nuestra gente (padres, madres, hi-
jos, hijas, hermanos y hermanas). Ademds, debemos dejar de
caer en el engafio de colonizador, que ha oprimido a toda
gente, quien nos tienen matdndo unos a otros. Y — mientras
ellos (colonos capitalistas) viven la vida de lujo, nos man-
tienen en una situacién de pobreza, encerrado en cérceles y
prisiones, insultan a nuestros padres , faltan el respeto hacia
nuestra cultura, y controlan nuestras tierras.

* Guerra: La verdad es que las guerras en Irak, Afganistdn,
Libia, etc. —son los intentos de imperialismo yanqui (EE.
UU.) de mantener su control sobre los recursos naturales
(petrdleo) y los pueblos del mundo. Conozca la historia del
enemigo y no lo puede engafiar! VENCEREMOS!

PEACE, AND UNITY BETWEEN ALL PEOPLE, OF ALL NATIONS, AND OF ALL COLORS

CAN ONLY COME ABOUT THROUGH A REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS THAT DESTROYS ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION

MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF OF THE CMPP

Everyday we get letters from Raza who find themselves in
joints throughout Occupied America asking what kind of orga-
nization the CMPP is and what services do we provide. The fol-
lowing is a general explanation on “who we are, what we do, and
where we stand”.

WHO WE ARE

The CMPP is a project of Unién del Barrio (UdB), an orga-
nization dedicated to the liberation of the Mexicano/Indigenous
people and unification of all of Latin America and its peoples. We
believe in the creation of a socialist society based on our histori-
cal and cultural realities, where there is no rich or poor, oppressor
or oppressed, and where the wealth of society is shared equally
by everyone.

We are a small group with limited resources. We do not ac-
cept money from corporations or the government as we see these
institutions as the enemy and oppressors of our people. We exist
through fundraisers, contributions from the community, and dues
from our membership.

WHAT WE DO

The CMPP’s main activism, at this particular time, is concen-
trated on raising the social-political consciousness of the Mex-
ican-Raza community and putting an end to the slave-colonial
mentality that the European (white) capitalist-imperialists have
imposed on the great majority of our communities. We do this
by printing a newsletter, Las Calles y La Torcida, which is sent
to over 600 prisoners throughout Occupied America every three
months; we hold an annual Conference On Raza Prisoners and
Colonialism; we organize workshops at schools and make pre-
sentations to community groups; and on a regular basis, we hit
the streets of the barrio to speak with people and inform them on
the what is really behind the mass imprisonment of La Raza.
WHAT WE DON’T DO OR CAN’T DO

Because of our small size and lack of resources, we are lim-
ited on what we can do. At this time, the CMPP does NOT
PROVIDE any type of services (legal) or any form of economic
assistance. The sad and cold reality is that the majority of our
gente does not, because of the ignorance imposed upon us by
the colonial (white-european) system, support the work that we
do or care about those in la torcida (prison). Even the major-

ity of those who called themselves “movimiento people” (those
involved in the political struggle) do NOT care about Raza in
prison. Just as bad, when Raza prisoners get out of the joint, most
forget about their brothers and sisters in the joint, or go back to
their old “colonized habits” (petty crime, etc.).

WE ARE BARELY SURVIVING

Our main objective at this time is to SURVIVE. We are exist-
ing through the sacrifice of a handful of members who also have
to deal with issues such as work, health, family problems, etc.
Yet, unlike many others, we have not given up or sold out, and
will continue to fight until every Mexican and oppressed person
on planet earth is free.

We are the only Raza group who does work around the rights
and liberation of Raza prisoners. If we are wrong or if you know
of a liberation/self-determination organization supporting Raza
prisoners, please direct them our way.

WHERE WE STAND

* Prisons and Prisoners: We believe that the real criminals are
the filthy rich capitalist pigs who are ripping of the people and
destroying the environment of planet earth. We are for a revolu



HISTORY OF OUR STRUGGLE

LUISA MORENOQ: DEDICATED FIGHTER
OF WORKING CLASS AND OPPRESSED
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD (part1)

Editor’s Note: The capitalist propaganda machine (media, schools,
etc.) of the prison of nations, or what some people call the United
States, has been successful in hiding the history of the working class
and oppressed masses from the mainstream of society. The ruling
class makes every effort to conceal the struggles of resistance waged
by the oppressed (poor and workers), as well as the contributions
to world civilization and the progress of humanity made by today’s
colonized nations. It knows well that this information, if dissemi-
nated widely, would raised the social consciousness and fighting
spirit of the victims of capitalism-imperialism -a development that
would spell the end of this parasitic and genocidal system.
Therefore, it is the obligation of progressive writers and media
workers, to destroy the capitalist ruling class’ falsification of his-
tory and its imposition of a colonial-slave mentality upon the great
majority of the people. It is with this intent, and in commemora-
tion of the International Women's Day (March 8th), that we sum-up

the life of Luisa Moreno and her contributions to the liberation of

Mexicanos-Raza and all working-poor people of the world

APEOPLE’S FIGHTER IS BORN

Luisa Moreno was a labor organizer, civil rights activist, and a -

dedicated fighter for the working class. For more than 30 years,

MESSAGE FROM THE CMPP STAFF
tion that will transform society and for putting criminal-capital-

ists in prison.

* Immigration: We believe that the only “immigrants” and “il-
legal aliens” are the European (white) settlers who came to the
“Americas”, killed most of the indigenous-native people, en-
slaved Africans, exploited our labor, and have been stealing the
resources that belong to us (Mexicanos Indigenous people). If
any “white settler “ wants to stay in “America”, he/she must give
up their white supremacist privileges and join us in the liberation
struggle and revolutionary transformation that must take place.
¢ Violence Among Youth and between “Colonized” People.
LIVING IN REVOLUTIONARY MEXICO

It was in the revolutionary Mexico of the 1920s in which Com-
pafiera Luisa found herself. The Mexican Revolution (1910 to 1920)
had brought great social changes. The “Mexico of 1926”, along with
the newly established Soviet Union, was one of the most progressive
nations in the world.

Under the constitu-
tion formulated during
the Mexican Revolu-
tion (1917), women
had equal political
rights,  indigenous
peoples won land and
cultural rights, the ex-
-~ istence of communist

and socialist political

Compaiiera Luisa dedicated her life to ending the subjugation of Mextcana worker S/L"S Angeles 19205 parties was legal, and

Mexicans-Latinos and all oppressed people, fiercely fighting against
the culprit of world oppression: the U. S. Capitalist-Imperialist sys-
tem that continues to dominate and exploit the world’s resources
and its people.

Like so many other social justice activists, Compaiiera Luisa sac-
rificed her family and the comforts of life that are enjoyed by others.
For Compaiiera Luisa, this meant a life faced by those who have
chose the path of struggle: divorce, violence, solitude, personal and
political errors, harsh criticism, and financial crisis.

Compaiiera Luisa was born in Guatemala City (capital of Gua-
temala) on August 30, 1907. Born to a wealthy upper class family,
her birth name was Blanca Rosa Rodriguez. Her father, Ernesto
Rodriquez, was a rich Guatemalan coffee grower and her mother,
Alicia Lopez, was born in Colombia to a wealthy family. A small
woman, no more than five feet tall, Compaiera Luisa was known
for her intelligence, forcefulness, and a logical way of explaining
complex ideas —qualities necessary for organizing the oppressed and
confronting the oppressor.

In 1916, at the age nine, as was (and continues to be) the prac-
tice of the upper classes in Latin America, she was sent to a private
boarding school in the United States. For four years Compafiera
Luisa attended a Catholic school in Oakland, California. There
she witnessed first hand what “Anglo Americans” [white settlers]
thought about Latin Americans —a fellow student called her a “Span-
ish Pig”. It was an occurrence that most Mexicans, at one time or
another, have experienced, and an incident that Compafiera Luisa
never forgot.

Returning to Guatemala, and by now fluent in French, English,
and Spanish, and in her early teens, Compaiera Luisa demonstrated
a rebellious spirit. She engaged in activities that opposed the lim-
ited social opportunities and rights of women of the Guatemalan
upper class. Awaken by the realities she witnessed and heard about,
and motivated by youthful rebellion, at the age of 19, Compaiiera
Luisa had reached a level of consciousness that enabled her to reject
the contradictions posed by her social status, and without approval
from her family, decided to moved to Mexico City.

a great cultural movement of murals, literature, music, and theater,
based on the historical roots and realities of Mexico (Indigenous,
Mestizo, and African), was vibrant and affirmed by the majority of
the Mexican masses. People from all over the world seeking politi-
cal and cultural freedom, especially from the other nations of Latin
America, came to Mexico. (1)

Supporting herself as journalist, Compaiera Luisa attended social
events where people such as Frida Khalo and Diego Rivera, world
famous communist-revolutionary artists, were often present. At age
twenty, on November 27, 1927, she married Miguel de Leon, an artist
and left-wing (socialist oriented) activist. And, in 1928 -with Com-
pafiera Luisa pregnant- the couple moved to New York City, where
their daughter Mytyl Lorraine was born.

THE EXPERIENCE OF RACISM AND CLASS OPPRESSION
IN THE UNITED STATES

Less than a year after their arrival in New York, the United States
was hit by what is known in history as the “Great Depression of
1929”. -a deep economic crisis where more than one third of the
population lost their jobs, homes, and many lived in starvation. The
Great Depression was caused by capitalist economic waste, corrup-
tion, greed, inefficiency, exploitation of workers, and the economic-
military wars fought among the imperialist countries over who was
going to control the world’s resources and its people.

It was her encounters with racism and oppression in New York,
which led Compatiera Luisa to become active in the labor and class
struggle. These experiences included:

+ Unable to secure permanent employment the couple moved into
the mostly Puerto Rican community of Spanish Harlem. It was in
Harlem where she saw the racist segregation of Raza (Puerto Ricans),
extreme poverty, and deplorable housing conditions.

¢ To survive, Compafiera Luisa labored in garment factories or
“sweat shops”, working the sewing machine or the steam press. She
experienced first hand the exploitation that Latin Americans and
other oppressed people faced on a daily basis.

o [t was also during this time that Compaiera Luisa became in-
formed of a public demonstration of Raza (Latinos) led by Gon-
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We believe in ending the violence among our youth (between so-
called gangs, Norte y Sur, etc.) and unite to liberate our lands and
our people (our fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters). Also,
we must stop falling for the “divide and conquer” trickery of
colonizer which has oppressed people killing each other —and
while colonizers live the life of luxury- they keep us living in
poverty, locked-up in jails/prisons, insult our parents, disrespect
our culture, and control our lands.

sWar: The truth is that the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, etc.
—are attempts by U.S. Imperialism to keep control of the world’s
resources (oil) and people. Know the history of the enemy and
you will NOT be fooled! VENCEREMOS!

zalo Gonzalez, who were protesting a blatantly racist anti-Mexican
movie titled “Under A Texas Moon” (1930). The police, in the ser-
vice of the capitalists, brutally attacked the protesters, killing Gonza-
lez (2). The struggle around the protest of Under A Texas Moon and
the murder of Compa Gonzalo furthered advanced what was then
known as the “Pan-Latino Movement” ~the unity between Raza of
all Latin American nations. It was a movement supported by many
of the activists of that period and a perspective that Compatiera Luisa
was to uphold for the rest of her life.

Radicalized and moved by the horrific living conditions of the
workers and poor in Spanish Harlem, the protests against “Under A
Texas Moon” , and her contact with socialist Puerto Rican workers,
Compaiera Luisa decided to become a labor and social justice activ-
ist. And, as many “progressives” (people involved in social justice
activism) of that era, in 1930 she joined the Communist Party.
COMMITING CLASS SUICIDE

In 1930, Compafiera Luisa’s was to engage in her first concerted
efforts in union organizing with the “La Liga de Costureras” and af-
filiate of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union (ILGWU).
She was to continue fighting for worker” rights for three decades.
And, it was around period of her life that she changed her name from
Rosa Blanca to Luisa Moreno.

Some biographers assert that once Compaiera Luisa became active
in revolutionary politics, and “as not to embarrass her upper class
family”, she changed her name to Luisa Moreno. Others have ex-
plained that she chose the name “Moreno” (dark), in opposition to
Rosa Blanca (white rose) and therefore it was a symbol of the ac-
ceptance of her Latino background and unity with “dark skin” people
who make-up the great majority of Latin Americans (Raza). Still
others say that she chose Luisa Moreno in honor of the Mexican labor
organizer, Luis Moreno, who was a well-known and militant labor
organizer of that period in history.

Whatever the reason for the name change, it was a clear example of
“class suicide™: a process in which members of the middle and upper
class make the conscious decision to completely abandon their class
status and its privileges, and join the side of the masses of oppressed
people. History has provided us with examples of great revolutionar-
ies who have gone through this social transformation: Fidel Castro,
Ernesto Che Guevara, Ho Chi Minh, and Frantz Fanon —to name just
afew. (3)
1. By the late 1940s, most of the rights won by the masses during
the Mexican Revolution of 1910-1920, while still enshrined in the
Mexican Constitution, were being openly violated by the “vendido”
ruling class. Today, the Mexican government has become a servant
and puppet of U.S. capitalism-colonialism. Most Mexicans agree,
that only another revolution will solve the many problems facing
Mexico today.

2. Gonzalo Gonzalez, an unsung hero of La Raza, was a Mexican
member of the Harlem Chapter of the Communist Party. Many Raza,
Africans, and other oppressed nationalities joined the Communist
Party of the United States (CPUSA), as they saw, correctly, that only

asocialist or communist society where there are no rich or poor,
2 (see Compafiera Luisa page 3
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oppressor or oppressed, could solve the problems of racism, poverty,
and exploitation of the working masses ~who makeup the great ma-
jority of the people on planet earth. The problem with the CPUSA
was that it failed to recognize the “illegal occupation of Mexican
territory” (California, Tejas, Nuevo Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah,
and Colorado) by the U.S. colonial/settler-imperialist state and the
historically correct demand for the liberation and unification of this
territory with the rest of Mexico. Moreover, the CPUSA has opposed
aposition that calls for this liberation struggle to be led by Mexicans
themselves and not by some formation made up of European/White
people; in other words, white progressives and communists must

La Historia de Nuestra Lucha
LUISA MORENO: LUCHADORA DE

LA CLASE OBRERA Y LOS PUEBLOS
OPRIMIDOS DEL MUNDO Parte [

Nota del Editor: La mdquina de propaganda capitalista (medios
de comunicacion, escuelas, etc.) de la prision de naciones, o lo
que algunos llaman los “Estados Unidos”, ha tenido éxito en
ocultar la historia de la clase obrera y las masas oprimidas. La
clase dominante hace todo lo posible para ocultar las luchas de
resistencia llevada a cabo por los oprimidos (pobres y los traba-
jadores), ast como las contribuciones a la civilizacion mundial
y el progreso de la humanidad realizados por las naciones que
hoy dia se encuentran colonizadas . Saben bien que si esta infor-
macion fuera difundida ampliamente, aumentaria la conciencia
social y espiritu de lucha de las victimas del capitalismo-imperi-
alismo —un desarrollo que podria significar el fin de este sistema
parasitario y de genocidio.

Por lo tanto, es obligacidn de los escritores progresistas y tra-
bajadores de los medios, de destruir la falsificacion de nuestra
historia por la clase capitalista y su imposicion de una “mentali-
dad colonial de esclavos” sobre la gran mayoria de la gente. Es
con esta intencion, y en conmemoracion del Dia Internacional
de la Mujer (8 de marzo), que publicamos hasta biografia de la
vida de Luisa Moreno y su contribucion a la liberacion de los
Mexicanos-Raza y todos los trabajadores del mundo.

NACE UNA COMBATIENTE DEL PUEBLO

Luisa Moreno fue un sindicalista, activista de derechos civiles,
y una luchadora por la clase obrera. Durante mds de 30 alos,
compafiera Luisa dedicd su vida para acabar con la supresion
de los mexicanos, los latinos y todos los pueblos oprimidos, y
con fiereza lucho contra el culpable de la opresion del mundo:
el sistema de los capitalista-imperialista de Los Estados Unidos,
que contintia dominar y explotar los pueblos y recursos naturales
del mundo

Al igual que tantos otros activistas de justicia social, la com-
paiera Luisa sacrificado su familia y las comodidades de la vida
que son disfrutados por otros, muchos de los que son conscientes
de la criminalidad del capitalismo, pero optar por no hacer nada.
Para compaiiera Luisa, esto significo enfrentan una vida de los
que han elegido el camino de la lucha: el divorcio, la violencia,
la soledad, los errores personales y politicos, duras criticas, y la
crisis financiera.

Compafiera Luisa nacid en la Ciudad de Guatemala (capital
de Guatemala) el 30 de agosto de 1907. Naci6 en una familia de
clase alta, su nombre de nacimiento fue Blanca Rosa Rodriguez.
Su padre, Ernesto Rodriguez, fue un rico productor de café y
su madre, Alicia Lopez, nacid en Colombia a una familia rica.
Una mujer pequefia, no mds de cinco pies de altura, compaiiera
Luisa era conocida por su inteligencia, capacidad de persuasion,
contundencia, y una manera légica de explicar ideas complejas

“support”, not “lead” our struggle.

3. Fidel Castro was one of the principled leaders of the Cuban Revo-
lution and has supported the liberation struggles of oppressed people
throughout the world; Ernesto Che Guevara, born in Argentina,
fought in the Cuban Revolution, aided the Vietnamese liberation
struggle, fought against racist-colonialism in Africa, and was cap-
tured and murdered by U.S. “colonial puppet troops” in Bolivia; Ho
Chi Minh was one of greatest revolutionaries in history ~he led Viet
Nam’s liberation army, which defeated the French, Japanese, and
U.S. imperialists; and Frantz Fanon, born on the Caribbean island
of Martinique (a French colony), became a psychiatrist, philosopher/
writer and died fighter for the liberation of Algeria as a member of
the Algerian National Liberation Front (ANLE).

—cualidades necesarias para la organizacién de los oprimidos y
afrentar al opresor.

En 1916, a la edad de nueve
aflos, como era (y sigue siendo)
la préctica de las clases altas en
América Latina, fue enviada a
una escuela privada en los Es-
tados Unidos. Durante cuatro
afios compafiera Luisa asisti6
a una academia catdlica en
Oakland, California. Alli fue
testigo de primera mano lo que
los "angloamericanos” [colonos
blancos] piensan de los latino-

americanos —una de los estudiantes la
llamé "cerdo espaiiola”. Fue un acontecimiento que la mayorfa
de los mexicanos, en un momento u otro, han experimentado, y
un incidente que nunca compaiera Luisa olvido.

Al regresar a Guatemala, y por ahora dominando el francés, In-
glés y espafiol, y en su adolescencia, compaiiera Luisa demostrd
un espiritu rebelde. Comenzo a participar en las actividades que
se opusieron a las limitadas oportunidades sociales y los derechos
de las mujeres de la clase alta guatemalteca. Despertada por la
realidad que presencid y escucho, y motivada por la rebelion ju-
venil, a la edad de 19 afios, compafiera Luisa habfa alcanzado un
nivel de conciencia que le permitid rechazar las contradicciones
planteadas por su condicién social, y sin la aprobacion de su fa-
milia, decidi6 migrarse a la Ciudad de México.

VIVIENDO EN UN MEXICO REVOLUCIONARIO

Fue en el México revolucionario de la década de 1920 en
el que se encontrd compafiera Luisa. La Revolucién Mexicana
(1910 a 1920) habfa traido grandes cambios sociales. El "México
de 1926", junto con la recién creacion de la Unidn Soviética, fue
uno de los paises mds progresistas del mundo.

En la Constitucién formulada durante la Revolucién Mexicana
(1917), las mujeres logran la igualdad de derechos politicos, los
pueblos indigenas ganan la tierra y los derechos culturales, la ex-
istencia de partidos politicos comunistas y socialistas era legal,
y un gran movimiento cultural de murales, musica, literatura, y
teatro, basados en las raices histdricas y las realidades de México
(indigena, mestiza y africana), fue vibrante y confirmada por la
mayorfa de las masas mexicanas. Gente de todo el mundo en
busca de libertad politica y cultural, especialmente de las otras
naciones de América Latina, llegé a México durante esa época.
O]

Trabajando como periodista, compafiera Luisa asistio a even-
tos sociales donde gente como Frida Khalo y Diego Rivera, ar-
tistas de fama mundial comunista-revolucionaria, aveces estaban
presente. A los veinte afios de edad, el 27 de noviembre (1927),
se casd con Miguel de Ledn, un artista y activista izquierdista
(orientacién socialista). Y, en 1928 con Compafiera Luisa em-
barazada, la pareja se mudd a Nueva York, donde su Page 3
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hija Mytyl Lorraine nacid.
LA EXPERIENCIA DEL RACISMO Y LA OPRESION DE
CLASES EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

A menos de un afio después de su llegada a Nueva York,
Los Estados Unidos se vio afectado por lo que se conoce en la
historia como la "Gran Depresion de 1929". Fue una profunda
crisis econdmica donde mds de un tercio de la poblacién perdid
sus empleos, casas, y muchos vivian en la hambruna. La Gran
Depresion fue causada por los descuidos econdmicos capitalis-
tas, la corrupcion, la codicia, la ineficiencia, la explotacion de
los trabajadores, y las guerras econdmicas y militares entre los
paises imperialistas sobre quién iba a controlar los recursos del
mundo y su gente.

Fue su encuentro con el racismo y la opresién en Nueva York,
lo que llevé compaiiera Luisa a participar activamente en la lu-
cha obrera y de clase. Estas experiencias incluyen:
¢ Sin garantiza de empleo permanente, la pareja se trasladé a
la comunidad en su mayorfa puertorriquefia del Harlem. Fue en
Harlem, donde vio a la segregacion racista de la Raza (los puer-
torriquefios), la pobreza extrema, y las deplorables condiciones
de vivienda.
¢ Para sobrevivir, compaiiera Luisa trabajo en fdbricas de ropa
o "talleres clandestinos"; trabajo de la mdquina de coser y e
la plancha de vapor. Ella experimentd de primera mano la ex-
plotacién que los latinoamericanos y otros pueblos oprimidos se
enfrentan a diario.
¢ Fue también durante este tiempo que compaiiera Luisa fue
informado de una manifestacién publica dirigida por Gonzalo
Gonzdlez, que protestaban de una pelicula descaradamente racis-
ta anti-mexicana titulada "Bajo Una Luna de Texas" (1930) . La
policia, al servicio de los capitalistas, atacaron brutalmente a los
manifestantes, matando a Gonzdlez (2). Esta lucha de protesta
contra la pelicula Bajo Una Luna de Texas y el asesinato de
Compaiero Gonzalo, avanzo lo que se conocta entonces como
el "Movimiento Pan-Latino" -la unidad entre Raza de todas las
naciones de América Latina. Fue un movimiento apoyado por
muchos de los activistas de esa época y una perspectiva que
compafiera Luisa mantuvo por el resto de su vida.

Radicalizada por las horribles condiciones de vida de los
trabajadores y los pobres en el Harlem, las protestas contra la
pelicula racista, y su contacto con trabajadores socialistas puer-
torriquefios, compafiera Luisa decidid convertirse en un activista
por la justicia laboral y social . Y, como muchos "progresistas”
(personas que participan en el activismo por la justicia social) de
la época, en 1930 se incorpord al Partido Comunista de Estados
Unidos.

EL SUICIDIO DE CLASE SOCIAL

En 1930, Compafiera Luisa participa por primera vez en la or-
ganizacién oficial de sindicatos con la "La Liga de Costureras",
una union afiliada a la “International Ladies Garment Workers
Union” (ILGWU). Esto se convierte en el comienzo de una lagar
trayectoria organizando y luchando por los derechos del trabaja-
dor de mas de tres décadas. Fue durante esta época que cambid
sunombre al de Rosa Blanca a Luisa Moreno.

Algunos bidgrafos afirman que una vez que compafiera Luisa
se comenzo en la politica revolucionaria, y "para no avergonzar
a su familia de clase alta", ella cambid su nombre. Otros han ex-
plicado que eligid el nombre de "Moreno" (oscuro), en oposicién
ala Rosa Blanca (rosa “blanca”) y como un simbolo de la acep-
tacion de su origen latino y la unidad con los de "piel oscura"
—personas que componen la gran mayorfa de los latinoamerica-
nos (La Raza). Todavia otros dicen que ella eligié Luisa Moreno
en honor del organizador de obreros, el mexicano Luis Moreno,
que era un organizador militante y bien conocido en ese periodo
histdrico. (continua pagina 4, Compaiiera Luisa Moreno)



